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the weaker. Rival national wills and national energies, say
these theorists, determine the boundaries between nations and
the distribution of territory. All else is fancy. Thus National
Socialism, in its return to this primal law and its elimination
of false doctrine, is a liberating force, at all events for all nations
with vitality. "Plenty of room," said Ratzel long ago, "helps to
maintain life." This, comments Haushofer, is "the state-
biological rule of life put into classic form." There is, he adds, a
"natural right to room to live" which may properly be brought
to bear "against owners of great spaces who have not the
capacity to develop their reserves of space."
Opportunities of expansion for a nation of strong vitality are
provided, we learn, only through the forfeiture of great spaces
by their holders. This forfeiture is the strongest characteristic
of our day. It can be hastened by appropriate methods. This
shows the "inevitability of the struggle for existence" between
nations. "In a world," writes Haushofer, "which is slowly
beginning once more to recognize the inevitability of the
struggle for existence . . . only two elements of self-preser-
vation take front rank* in the mechanism of the world," the net
food-supplying capacity of a nation's soil and the possession
of the indispensable raw materials. Here we have in our
hands already the current small coin of present-day politics.
Of equal importance in the foreign policy of the "biological"
Weltanschauung is the pressure of population. "Excessive
pressure of population" becomes "an explosive in the existing
world order." Haushofer writes of a "danger of suffocation
of Europe proper." "The question that concerns us very
closely, what to do with the Germans, Poles, Czechs, who will
exist in ten, fifty, a hundred years' time ... is plainly quite
far from the thoughts of all who are busy with the petty
pursuits of Parliaments." The relief of this pressure of popu-
lation by home colonization is no more than an emergency
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